the great lyrics of freedom. Voluntary manumission became as
popular as his poems.
In 1883 the state of Ceara emancipated ail its slaves, as did
Amazonas and Maranhao a year later. (It was as if Xorth Carolina
and Mississippi had voluntarily freed their slaves In iS^c,; 1885
saw a new national law: all slaves at sixty became free. In :S5S the
Army in formal session of its ranking offerers declared i:seif aboJI-
tionist and republican and instructed its officers stationed through-
out the land to refuse aid to slave ov/ners for the recapture of ran-
aways. That year alone ten thousand slaves left the cofibe fields of
Sao Paulo and were helped to escape by the police. The r^te of
voluntary manumission swelled to a hundred thousand a year.
Men of colour., if they were men of value, not only occupied places
of honour in all the professions: they were invited to the palace
functions. At one ball, a lady refused to dance vith the famous
coloured engineer^ Andre Reboncas: the Empr:-ss Apparent,
Princess Isabel, gave him her hand in the next mazurka." There
were still slaves in Brazil; there were also men. of colour who were
leading poets. niusicians3 engineers, doctors, statesmen and priests.
In 1888, when the last slaves were freed by act of the Xational
House, only six hundred thousand remained in the whole land.
This was nearly a generation later than the freeing of our slaves.
Brazil with its slow,, organic process had been the most backward
country to abolish servitude. But the process cost no blood, caused
no fierce sectional conflicts or resentments. The big- slave men of
Bahia grumbled; and took their revenge by permitting the Empire,
which had encouraged abolition, to fade into the new Republic.
But the abolitionists inflicted no curse like our Reconstruction on
half the country: a icreconstruction:; from which our South has
not yet by any means recovered.
The following year, 1889, by the same blind process, the nation
awoke to find itself a Republic.* Of Brazil's Empire, Bartolorne
Mitre,, President of Argentina, founder of La Xacion, and his
country's greatest historian: a man3 therefore, of measured words,
had said, "It is the only democracy in South Am erica," During its
entire life-span, the Empire had harboured republicans* Many
were Masons, but the Masons in Brazil were not hostile to the
Church. Many were positivists, followers of Auguste Cerate, They
had their press in the major cities, which, with the blessings of the
Emperor, rabidly attacked the Empire. In Minas Geraes, there were
fifty-six republican clubs, forty-eight in Sao Paulo, thirty-two^ in
Rio Grande do Sul. Benjamin Constant was their great theorist;
* When the Princess Regent., Isabel [the Emperor was in France taMng the
waters) signed the Congressional Act freeing the last slaves., she smiled into the
face of the Prime Minister. " We won the fight," she said. " Yes, Your Highness,*'
he replied. " You have won the fight and lost the throne," This Prime Minister
was the Baron de Cotegipe. He was a mulatto.
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